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Washington — The .staff of the 
House Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions has agreed to take a 35 percent 
pay cut over the next three months so 
that none of its 73 investigators, at- 
torneys and secretaries will have to be 
fired while the organization fights for 
its life. 

The staff; headed by tough former 
Philadelphia prosecutor Richard A. 
Sprague, figures the pay cuts would 
allow the committee to continue to op- 
erate at a "very reduced level” while 
the House is being convinced it ought 
i.o a ppro ve a mu 1 ti m i II i on dol 1 a r bu d g- 
et for the probes. 

A “very reduced level 1 ’ means that 
investigators and lawyers cannot take 
any trips in their renewed look into 
the assassinations of John F. Kennedy 


and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and must cut to near-nothing the 
number of long-distance telephone 
calls, a Sprague aide said. 

"There are 250 long distance phone 
calls back up now, and that’s in- 
vestigative phone calls, not adminis- 
trative,” a spokesman said. 

At the same time, Sprague, who has 
become a center of controversy over 
the staff’s request for a $6.5 million 
annual budget and its plans to use 
electronic investigative techniques^ 
gave his "personal guarantee” to an 
aide Wednesday that he will not re- 
sign in frustration, anger or anything 
else, while the committee fights for 
funds. 

"I don’t want to put the House under 
pressure. I don’t want anyone to oper- 
ate under the gun,” Sprague was 


quoted as telling the aide, f 
Sprague, whose salary as chief 
counsel and staff director is $39,600, is 
taking the 35 percent pay cut along 
with the other 72 staff members, 
which include 48 persons paid $16,000 
a year or more. No one’s salary will 
be cut to below $10,000. 

But Sprague has promised to give 
the staffers pay raises, when and if 
the House approves a budget, so that 
almost everyone can make up their 
pay losses- by June if members of Con- . 
gress give him enough money to do,it. 

The staff decision presupposes two 
things. First, that the House will 
agree next week to re-establish the 
committee during this 95th Congress, 
and secondly that the committee will 
have a budget of $84,000 a month for 
January, February and March. 

Secondly, while the committee staff 
believes it will be entitled to $84,000 a 


Pay Cuts 

month for the next three months 
under a resolution to be considered by 
the House next week, Democratic 
leaders have circulated a memo- 
randum putting the figure at around 
$60,000 a month. 

If the leadership figures prevail, 
there would have to be further pay 
cuts, or the step Sprague has been 
trying to avoid during the budget 
fight, staff reductions. 

The committee is scheduled to go 
before the House Rules Committee on 
Tuesday in support of a resolution to 
re-establish the committee over the 
next three months, at a level of fund- 
ing equal to what the committee spent 
in December. The committee says it 
spent $84,000 last month. Its payroll 
without the salary cuts totals $115,000, 
a spokesman said. 



